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has been granted inactive status for a well which is returned 1o active status prior to
expiration of the five-year period set forth in subsection (a) shall notify the depariment
that the well has been refumned o active status and shall not be permitted 1o apply
for another automatic five-year period of inactive status for such well. The owner or
opercaior may make application to retun the well fo inactive status, and such
application may be approved on a year-to-year basis if the department determines
that the owner or operator has demonstrated an ability o continue 1o meet the
requirements of this section and the owner or operator cerlifies that the well will be of
future use within a reasonable period of fime. The department shall approve or deny
an application 1o extend a period of inactive status or fo retum a well fo inactive
status within 60 days of receipi of such application, and such application shall not be
unreasonably denied. If the department has not completed ifs review of the
application within 60 days, the inactive status shall continue until the department has
made a determination on the request. If the depariment denies an application to
extend the period of inactive stafus or 1o return a well to inactive status, a well owner
or operator aggrieved thereby shall have the right to appeal such denial to the
Environmental Hearing Board within 30 days of receipt of such denial. Upon cause
shown by a well owner or operator, the board may grant a supersedeas pursuant 1o
section 4 of the act of July 13, 1988 (P.L. 530, No. 94), known as the Environmental
Hearing Board Act, in order that the well in question may retain inactive status during
the period of appeal.

(e) The department shall have the right to revoke inactive siatus and order the
immediate plugging of a well if i is in viclation of this act or rules or regulations
promulgated thereunder or if the owner or operator demonstrotes inability to perform
his obligations under this act or becomes financially insolvent or upon receipt by the
depariment of notice of bankrupicy proceedings by the permitiee.

Sec. 601.205. Well locdtion restrictions

(o) Wells. may not be drilled within 200 feet measured horizontally from any existing
buillding or existing water well without the written consent of the owner thereof.
Where the distance restriction would deprive the owner of the oil and gas rights of the
ight to produce or share in the oil or gas underlying said surface tract, the well
operator may be granted a variance from said distance restriction upon submission
of a plan which shall identify the additional measures, facilities or practices to be
employed during well site construction, diiling and operations.  The variance, if
granfed, shall include such additional terms and conditions as the depariment shall
require 1o insure the sofety ond protection of affected persons and propery. The
provisions may include insurance, bondtng and indemnificafion, as well as technical
requirements.
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“(b) No well site may be prepared or well drilled within 100 feet measured horizontally from
any stream, spring or body of water s idenfified on the most current 7 1/2 minute
topographic quadrangle map of the United States Geological Survey or within 100 |

‘\ feet of any wetlands greater than one acre in size. The deparfment may waive such [
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distance restrictions upon submission of a plan which shall ldemlfy the oddn‘uonol)
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{;’ measures, facilifies or practices to be employed during well site construction, diilling

(;md operations. Such waiver, if granted, shall impose such permit conditions as are

=

necessary 1o protect the waters of the Commonweailth.
e e

(©) The department shall, on maoking a determination on a well permit, consider the
impact of the proposed well on public resources to include, but not be limited to, the
following:

(1) Publicly owned parks, forests, gamelands and wildlife areas.

(2) National or State scenic rivers.

(3) National natural iandmarks.

(4) Habitats of rare and endangered flora and fauna and other crifical communities.,
(5) Historical and archaeological sites listed on the Federat or State list of historic
laces.

{a) Each ol or gas well owner or operator shall restore the land surface within the area
disturbed in siting, drilling, completing and producing the well.

(b) During and after all earthmoving or soil disturbing activities, including, but not limited
fo, the activities related to siting, dilling, completing. producing and plugging the
? well, ercsion ond sedimentation confrol measures shall be implemented in
“ occordance with an ercsion and sedimentation control plan prepared in
accordance with the act of June 22, 1937 (P.L. 1987, No. 394), known as The Clean

Streams Law. '

() Within nine months after completion of drilling of any well, the owner or operator shall
restore the well site, remove or fill ol pits used to contain produced fivids or industrial
wastes and remove all drilling supplies and equipment not needed for production.
Drilling suppiies and equipment not needed for production may be stored on the well

- site if the express written consent of the surface landowner is obfained.

{d) Within nine months after plugging a well, the owner or operator shall remove all
“production or storage facilities, supplies and equipment and restore the well site.

(e) Restoration activities requiréd by this act or in régulations promulgated hereunder
shall also comply with all applicable provisions of The Clean Streams Law.

() Failure to restore the well site as required in this act or in regulations promulgated
hereunder is a violation of this act,

(g) The restoration period may be extended by the deparment for an additional six
months upon application of the well owner or operator providing evidence of inability
to comply due to adverse weather conditions or lack of essential fuel, eqguipment or
labor. :
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