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Len Jedrek/RO/USDAFS " To JimApgar/RO/USDAFS, Jim Campbel/ROIUSDAFS

1'111812007 04:39.PM | ’ ¢t Len Jedrek/RO/USDAFS
bee

Subject 103/148/Arthur Stewart

South Branch Tionesta Creek Timber Sale: - We had ut:irty conﬂlcts on 2 roads that were bemg
re-constructed in conjunction with this timber sale FR 412, and FR 103

Attached is a telephone conversation record in regards to the. conflict on FR 412. The gas line severed
was an unmarked line belonging to Duhring Resources. The OGM operator was. not aware of the line's
locatron and the fi eld pumper did not know where the shut-off valve was.

A buried telephone irne—-Alltel was the next utrl;ty hit. once agam line was not reasonabiy marked on the

" surface. 4117/2006

Later in the contract {5!01/2006) a 3" oil tine belonging to North Coast Energy was severed while the road
contractor for LDB Timberland Operations, Allegheny Contractmg (owned by Brent Buehiler) was
replacmg culvert pipes. .

' The OGM operator was consulted wrth prior to any excavating startmg, He indicated where he thought the
line was, working in a "safe" areathe excavator broke the fine with his first scaop. The fine was unmarked
and buried shallow A dyke was bullt to pond the spﬂled oil and 911 was called.

A copy of the response lo the call is enclosed Randy Durner CO, Jim Campbell FSR, Jim Duckett ER,
and Jeff Stevenson Cl were alt on-site '

Later 1.DB filed a claim for $1856 39 for time® delays as a result of the ruptured llne The claim was '
approved.’ .

' Enclosed is the historical record of FR 103 F.S. built the road 1.4 mites in 1968,

The hlstorrcal record for 148 is also enclosed. it indicates that the road was built by the F.S. in 1933

The photographs are of the pipeline mstalied by Duhring Resources across our FR 148 (at the lntersectlon
with State Route-948) without any consultation with the F.S.  Stewart likes to make a point that he should
have been consulted during the planning stages of the Rock Ruri T.S. - The line was open trenched

© across a limestone surfaced portion of 148 much setflement is evident installation method was poor.

Rock Run t|mber sale was sold on 12!08/2006 to Hrghland Forest Resources Inc. Steve Dyne

.A pre-work meet:ng was held on-site (see attached record) with representatwes of Duhring Resources -
(Stewart/Tachoir) F.S. Jédrek/Stevenson and Steve Dyne. The roads proposed for re-constiuction were

* driven and Duhring reps indicated where they knew buried lines were located. They admitted that since
- they acquired the lease from AZCO, they did not know where all the fines were. Even pomted out that
_ from Sta. 34+00 to end of road road contractor was on his own.

' We exchanged contact phone #'s and the meeting was concluded

On FR 148, contractor hit 1 oil line and 1 gas line both lines were unmarked and buried shaliow

‘The gas fine being on top of our culvert pipe identified for replacement.  Duhring Resources reacted
- quickly when called and repaired both fines. They also lowered 5 additional lines located near
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replacement culverts Working slowly these lines were located before they were broke.

Also.on FR 148, a plastic gas pipeline riser hidden in thick brush was struck by the road contractors boom
mower. Lo

On FR 163 road contractor unea'rt‘hed 6 lines in the ditch line. then struck a 3" oil line buried in the
middle of the road unmarked and shallow This line was repaired quickly by Duhring.

On FR 162 an unmarked oil line in the cente; of the road was ruptured, When initially installed, this fine
was dug perpendicularly through our existing culvert pipe. No one was notified.

All lines damaged on the Rock Run sale were unmarked and shailow notin accdrdance with buried
utility standards . o o

Len Jedrek Civil Engineer/ER ANF
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- ' T Time: | Datet
TELEPHONE CONVERSATION & MEETING RECORD "}~ 1150 houss 17 April 2006
‘ : Telophone: [} Incoming {] Outgoing
Namo o'f p?:rsons é:or;tacted or in contact with you: | Organization: _ Telephone number:
Dan Salm, Forest Engineer; . ‘ :

James Duckett, Acting Engineeting Rep., Allegheny N.F., Supervisor's Office -

SUBJECT: South Branch Tlonesta Creek Timber Sale -
Bradford Ranger District, Alegheny Natlonal Forest
LDB Timberland Operations, LLC, Purchaser -
Contract # 03-153589 § 2400-6T contract, 4/04 version / awarded 1/1 8!2006

L

SUMMARY: ' ’ '
Wednesday, April 12, 2008: Forest Engineer Dan Sa!m and Acling Engineeting Reprosentative for imber sale confracts,
~Jdim Duckett, met to inform me of two recant incidents involving damage to butied utliities along FR 412 (formerly a private
road, presumably OGM, being put onfo the Forest road system).on the above timber sale. This road is being re-constructed
by Brent Buehler of Allegheny Contracting. Construction Inspector Jeff Stevenson of the Bradford RD has been on-slte
working with the road contractor, and documenting the incidents, elong with LEO WIlt Novitske, - Salm, Duckstt, and mysolf
discussed the need to consider expanding pre-work documentaﬁon. fo provide more contact names and numbers in the
event of an unariticipated Incident such as this, Apparently Mr. Salm had discussions with Mr. Bushler regarding these
Incidents and indicated he would réspond back to him. Bushler gave him a number he could be reached at, but Salm was
unable to reach him at the number (possibly an incorrect nuimber).

Natural Gas Line; Spocifically, Allegheny Contracting (Brent Buehler, owner), in the course of re-constructing FR 412,
accidentally struck-and severed a natural gas line buried in the ditch fine as of Tuesday, April 11, 2006 (CQO. heard Novilske -
-and Stevenson on the Forest radio system respoading t0 an “incident” on the moming of that day) This line, according to
Mr. Salm, was unknown to the Forest Service and thus was not listed in the Road Log for FR 412. The owner of the iine,
Duhring Resources of Warren, PA was unaware of tha presenice of the line as well, and their field rep was unaware of how to
shut the line off, The damage was subsequently. repaired wlth a splloe with the gas stift flowing out of the severed fine.

Telephone Cable Ona subsequent day, Allagheny Contractmg severed a buried telephone cab!e belonging to Aiitel Corp o
which was also unknown to the Forest Service. Some distance from the location of the work, Allte! did have a roadside
marker, but it was not in the immediately recognized that this marker related o the burled line that sustalned the damage i
Is believed, but not confirmed that this line hag been repaired.

: Thursday. Ajril 13 2006: "fhe Contractmg Officer made a routine phone call to the Rag;onal Timber Sale CO 1o d:scuss
_several matters, and ra!ated the two incidents to him in general terms. .

Monday, Apri% 17, 2606: ER Duckett advised OO Durner this moming, that apparently M. Buehier, not having heard back
from Mr. Salm, wasn't sufficiently pationt in waiting for a response from the Forest Engineer (who was on leave today, but-
pians fo call Mr. Buehler on Tuesday, 4/18/06), and subsequently, cafled the Reglonal Office and tatked with Regional

| Director of Englneering Josiah Kim. He told him of his concems, Indicated he feit he wasn'{ getting the answers he felt he
nesded, and wanted a pollcy deveioped to address such contsnganczes as he just experlenced

{ Name of person documenting conversation: Slgnature: | | Date:. .
RANDALL A, DURNER, TS Contracting Officer ' - 17 Aprl 2006
Action faken: T

"GO documented gituation to date, to the contract file, Copy to be fomrarded to ER anid Regmnal TSCO

CO requested_copy of documentation kept by CI Stevenson, through the ER,

€O will request any info on this incident from LEO Novitske.
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* [ OSBR0NGRw Servica T T T T FoREST
B 'CONTRACT DAILY DIARY ‘ aggegnz%o‘
vt (Reference FSH 8309.11) NIRACT NO.
LT . 03-153569
3. PROJECT .o
South Branch Tionesta . :
I3 CONTRAGTOR , 5. CONTRAGTOR REPRESENTATIVE ONSITE
Allegheny Construction Jerry Almun ‘
6. GOVERNMENT OFFIGIALS ON SITE :
1 J. Stevenson : . : . _
F7. DATE . 8 DAYOFWEEK |5 TIMEARRIVED | 10. TIME DEPARTEDT 11 WEATHER )
§/01/2006 ‘Tuesday - 10:10 2:00 _ Sunny/Dry -
T2 TENPERATURE 'F. ] 19. GROUND CONDITION 114 CONTRACT TIME 16, DAYS USED |16, COMPLETION DATE
| Min 40 Max. 65 Dry . 150 days ‘ ' 9/30/08 |
177TIE USED (%) 78. WORK COMPLETED (%) | 19. WORK ON SCHEDULE 20. CONTRAGTOR'S WORK - (X Appropriate Box) ;
‘ , 80% YES QO No Accepiable - £} Unaccaptatilo - Explain in narrative
- [ 21, CHANGE ORDERS/AMENOMENTS SSUED 37, WORK, ORDERS 15SUED (intiude SUSPENCVRESUME)
23, MATERIALS FURNISHED TO JOB SITE Fumishad byt G-Govi. CrGont; S-Subcant) » + |23, LiST EQUIPMENT ONSITE (Fumishod by G-Govt; G-Conk; §-Suboon) YRR
) . ¥ Typo Contract fiem Numbor snd Loeation of Use ) Houra Used] +
Back-hoe - c
. Excavator C
e Dusmnp-truck c
5 TIST CONTRAGT PAYMENTS, REPORTS, CORRESPONDENCE, Sio 26, WORKERS ON SITE , “Nantber
ltem . Frep kit tion Prame  Sus |
- [Jerry Almun X
: X
X
X
27 GOVERNMENT PROVIDED SERVICES ADEGUATELY AND TIMELY
[JyeEs 71 NO -~ Explain in narmative
"8, NARRATIVE REPORT :
See attach Report,
20, SIGNATURE . 30. THLE 31. ADDTL SPACE NEEDED BY |
. J.Stevenson . Inspector (continved on 6300-21)
Jistrbution; Ofiginal - GO (weekiy], COR, S0, PROJENG

 F5-6300-20 (12785
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T  South Branch Tionesta Creek Timber Sale - 5/01/2006
S Contractor No 03-153569 ‘

: Recelved a call from Jim Campbe]l (FSR) at 9: 45 stating that hc received a
cail from Allen Smith, Timber Sale Purchaser, that Allegheny Construction (road
builder) for the timber sale hit 3” oil & gas line on FR103 and that there was oil

- entering the spring seep and that in turn might be entering the South Branch |
Tionesta Creek. Contractor called 911 which dispatched the Sheffield Volunteer
- Fire Dept., they arrived'on site at 10:15,, At 10:25 Jeff Blymiller (North Coast
Energy Pumper) was able to shut off 3" line. At this time the Fire Dept and
contractor started applying absorbent pads and oil booms across Spnng seep. Oil -
did not reach the South Branch Tionesta Creek. '

Met with DEP rep (Donald B. Hanna), he stated that North Coast shou}d :
flush seep with water and collect remaining oil at the boom and to add one more
boom at this location. Soil will be removed and put into trench that was dug and

* lined by contractor; this will be a temporary solution until a decision is made as t0
where to deposit contaminated oil, North Coast Energy field manager, Joe
Schwab, will be i in charge of clean-up and monitoring of site for the next couple of

Donald B. Hanna

DEP .

days.
o Contractor ‘had calied PA-1 before d1ggmg began and was ngen senal

#1075112.

o Contracting officer released me at 2:00 p.m.
In attendance at the incident were the-following:

Jeff Stevenson | Inspector ',
- Jim Duckett - Engineering Rep

Jim Campbell Forest Service Rep

Randy Durner - Contracting Officer
- Shawna Monroe Sale Administrator

Will Novitskie Law Enforcement

Jerry Auman Contract Rep

Brent Beuller . Owner ~ Allegheny Construction

Allen Smith Sale Purchaser

Jeff Blymilier Notth Coast Pumper operator

Joe Schwab North Coast Field Rep ~

Roger Hoffner Warren County Emergency Mgmt Agency
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“ United States Forest Allegheny National Forest 222 Liberty Street
' US DA Departiment of Service Supervisor’s Office PO Box 847
a-oe  Agriculture. ‘Warren, PA 16365
' ' : (814) 723-5180
. FAX (814) 726-1465

File Code:  2450.3 o " Dates
Route To: - (2450) g - '

Subject:  South Branch Tionesta Creck TS - Qil Line Break

To: District Ranger, John R-Schultz

#4% DRAFT *++

[}

Exeeutwe Summary .
An incident involving an OGM oil transmission line break occurred today, May 1, 2006 on the

South Branch Tionesta Timber Sale, contract # 03-153569, awarded to LDB T:mberland _

- Operations, LLC on the Bradford Ranger District of the Allegheny National Forest. Speclﬁcaliy, :
Allegheny Contracting, while conducting specified road re-construction work on FR 103 on ‘
behalf of LDB. Timberland, accidentally struck and damaged a crude oil transmission line
resulting in a small oil spill on the nearby surface. The line was subsequently shut down within a
relatively short period of time, the flow stopped, and repairs made to the line. Efforts were
directed to controliing and limiting the spread of the spill to minimize environmental effects.

‘The OGM operator, North Coast Energy, Inc. is coopcratmg in the cleanup of the spill and
coordination with the road contractor on'the remaining roadwork to avoxd arepeat of tlus

incident.

Prmcnga!isep_resen tatwe ‘
- LDB Timberland Operations, LLC Purchaser of the South Branch Tionesta Creek

Timber Sale, based in Ridgway, PA. Alau Smith is the deszgnated chhascr
 Representative and was on scene duriang the incident.
* Allegheny Contracting - Road builder working for LDB — TO and also based in
‘ Rldgway, PA.. Brent Buehler is the owner of the company, and was on scene during the‘

.. entire incident.
* North Coast Energy, Inc, ~ Owners of the OGM mineral estate and oil plpelme that was

ruptured. Jeff Blymiller was the lease operator on scene for NCE at the tirne of the
break. Other representatives were a Mr. Ziegler who helped with repair of the lmc, and
- Joe Schwab, Constrdctlon Supervisor for NCE who-arrived later,

Responders
= Sheffield Volunteer Fire Department Clnef Shannon Ac¢ responded to the incident

with absorbent mats and batting to help contain the sp:ll and soak up thc oil on the

ground.
» PA Department of Environmental Protectmn Don Hanna of the Warren Ofﬁce was

on scene to assess the situation, and advise on clean-up procedures.
‘= ‘Warren County Emergency Management Agency — Roger Hoffner was on the scene
- to assess the situation and to offer response equipment if needed.

@ o , Caring for the Land and Serving People | - Printed on Resyttod Paper ﬁ
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» LDB Timberland Operatmns also provxded absorbent material to help stem flowand
facilitate cieanup : : ‘

- Fovest Service Officials
«  Jeff Stevenson, Construction Inspector. Responded to the scene after report of oil spm

" from Purchaser Representative Smith,
» Jim Duckett, Acting Engineering Representatwe. Res;:onded to the scene afier being

notified of the spill. :
* Shawna Monroe, Sale Administrator. Responded to the scene and helped coordinate

district response with cleanup materjals.

»  James Campbell, Timber Sale FS Representatlve Rcsponded to scene after discussion
with Porchaser Rep Smith.

* Randall Durner, Timber Sale Contracting Officer. Responded to scene with FSR.

* 'Will Novitske, Law Enforcement Officer, Bradford RD. Responded to scene and took
statements from varlous individuals involved with the incident.

- Summary of Events - eiln ‘
=. 0950 Hours - FSR Campbell received call from PR Smith from the Sale Area indicating
that the road contractor, while working on FR 103, had struck and broken a buried 3-inch
plastic oil line. He indicated that oil was flowing out onto the ground surface and was
critically concerned that oil would reach South Branch of Tionesta Creek, which was
down hill and a¢ross SR 948 Smith at this time indicated he had no way to shut off the -

- oil. . Smith is directed’ by the FSR to call for assistance.

. 1016 —FSR tries to reach District OGM staff, Forest Hazmat Coordinator and 'othcrs
without success, Talking with Sale Administrator Monroe regarding incident.

. 1015 ~CO takes call from SA Monxoe, whio updates him on the status of the spill as she
knows it. She will try and discuss with OGM Team Leader De;'ek Ibugaren.

v 1020- — Contracting Officer informs immediate supervisor DeMarco of the oil spill, that
information is sketchy, and indicates he wﬂl go on-sue to assess situation given the
potentlal .

»  1030--FSRis in cell phone contact with CI Stevenson who is travclmg to the incident.
- Contact is intermittent. Cl Stevenson and ER Duckett arrive sometime between 1030 and
1100. Duckett takes d1g1tal photographs of the spill scene.

»  0950-1030 — PR Smith and Contractor Brent Buch]er apparently dial 911 and ‘secured
- emergency response, including Sheffield VFD, Wan'en County Emergemy Mgmt
: Responders, and DEP Rep. ‘

= 1030-1130 - Responders arrive and initiate action to contain spill. OGM lease operator
by this time has found shut-off valve and close down the line. According to PR Smith,
both oil and gas were expelled at the break, creating a hazardous situation. He indicated
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the break was open for approximately 45 minutes. The break is located at station 25475
on FR 103, about half way up the sloping road before it reaches a relatively flat plateau.

» 1130 —The CO and FSR depart the Supervxsor s Office for the scene of the break on the
‘South Branch Tionesta Creek TS. - ,

= 1210~ CO and FSR arrive on scene, and note what appears to be a photographer leaving
the-scene; LEO Novitske atrives shorily thereafter, CO gets briefed by ER Duckett and
CI Stevenson and also talks with SVFD Chief Shannon Ace to get an assessment of the
scale of the oil spill. Ace estimates perhaps 30-40 barrels were spilled. CO begins to
- document faots, while LEO Novitske begins taking statements from various individuals.

*  1210-1235 - CO talks further with Warren Co, EMA Director Roger Hoffuer, and also
-with DEP Rep Don Hanna, to assess the situation. Hoffner felt the response was very
good, did all the right things to get handle on it. Hanna advised CO on ¢lean-up and
disposal optxons available, given the relatively small size of this spill. A stone pit on the
top of the ridge is a possible burial site. Repair work starts on the damaged Imc Hofﬁzer
then departs the scene. : ‘

*  1210-1235 — CO also talked with PR Smith and Road Contractor Buehler, to hear their
concerns and issues, regarding lost time, costs, work schedule issues, and whe would be
responsible for what, Contractor needs to finish pipes as he has DSA aggregate arriving
on Tuesday for this road, Regarding disposal of contaminated soil on NF lands, CO
indicated that the District Ranger would have to make the decision regarding any burial

‘on NF lands, or whether the matenal wouid have 1o be transported to landfill sanctioned
to receive such material. _ :

»  1230-1250 — ER Duckett talked with District Ranger John Schultz briefly, then CO
Dumer gave him a short briefing of the situation, including disposal options; given the
limited knowledge he had from less than 40 minutes on site. The CO also advises Ranger
Schuitz to contact the Forest PAO as he believes a Warren Times-Observer photographer

“had been on site, and to also contact and brief the Forest Supervisor. At this juncture,

Ranger Schultz declined to bury the contaminated soil. That material, estimated at about
12-15 cubic yards, has been dug out and placed in a plastic lined, shallow hole just off the
roadside on the downhiil Sldc The material has been covered over W1th the plastic. '

* 1300-CO contlnucs dlscussmn with PR Smith, Contractor Bueh!er, and DEP Rep
Hanna, along with other FS personnel. He indicates that on-site burial isn’t acceptable to -
the Ranger at this time, and that it may take additional time to reach that decision. Smith
- indicates he thinks as much as 100 gallons might have been spilled, since the material
was under some pressure when the line broke (both from the wells higher up, and the
~ natural pressure of the elevation difference)

* 1315-Joe Schwab Construction Supervisor for North Coast Energy arrives and meets
with group, after inspecting the extent of the spill. Allegheny Contracting, per Don
Hamna of DEP, indicates that Allegheny Contracting could transport the contaminated

.
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material if it is buried in the vicinity. However, overall on PennDOT roads to an
ac‘ceptablc landfill (uearest may be in McKean County) requires a licence and signing,
and AC is niot certified for such transport. Hanna also describes “flushing” the oil with
water off the hillside, into a collccnon point where it can be absorbed with pads and the

cleanup ﬁmshed

1315- Joe Schwab of NCE, indicates they have plans to implement 7 new wells on the

‘ridge top flat, and that there would be-a possibility of burying the contaminated soil there

in the encapsulated pit for each well, Another option is to put the contaminated soil into
an “intermittent” pit, in a better Jocation than where it currently is, until a decision is

ﬁnalxzed on the disposal site, since rain is expected on Thursday, 5/4/06.

'.1330 One of LDB’s loggers arrives and mdmates that a loggmg accxdent just occurred

on the sale, in a unit above us. The injured male is being brought down by truck to our’ .

-location to be moved to another vehicle, since the road is impassable, and then

transported for medical treatment. The victim amrives shortly, a young male in late teens
or early 20’s. He has'sustained an apparent laceration to his left foot in the toe region

{(bandaged) and is able to waik with help to.an awaltmg truck which transpoxts him to -

medica!l care.

- 1330-1400--CO goes over needs for site cleanup with Schwab of NCE, who is very
* cooperative and orally agrees for North Coast Energy to: 1) do the flushing with his
. trucks and cleanup the oil and pads; 2) to monitor the cleanup; 3) to line the area

downhill where the water collection and cleanup will occur from the flush; 4) to dispose
of the contaminated soil at a location to be designated by Forest Service.

1415 - CO and FSR depart scene. Lms has been I'Cpalt'ed, and new culvert in place on

. FR103.

1530 — On return to the Supervisor’s Office, CO coordmated with PAQ Steve Miller on’

" the WTO issue, and also with Forest Engineer Dan Salm and Hazmat Coordinator Linda

Houston, as weli as EM Staﬁf‘ Ofﬁcer I)emarco

rellmmagx Fmgmg

- Allegheny Contracting personnel talked w1th North Coast Bnergy operator J eff B}yxmllcr
regarding the presence or absence of the pipétines along FR 103. They were told there
were no lines present on the downhill side, where they were supposed to dig. -

It appears Allegheny Contracting took rcasonabie measures fo try and prevent any

damage to NCE’s lines, however, those lines were not marked on the surface. NCE’s

Schwab indicated that new lines are buried thh a mppcr line over the top to md in their
location. ‘

It would appear - that North Coast Energy Should bear the full responsibility and cost for

* the cleanup and that any claims for lost time by Purchaser and his subcontractor.
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» NCE’s Schwab also indicated they would reimburse Sheffield VFD for the materials they
brought to the site and used to help with the spiil cleanup. , |

RANDALL A. DURNER
Contracting Officer '

cc: Kathleen Morse, Lois Demarco, Randy Durner





