[Your Representative’s Address]





[Date]





Dear Representative ____________________:





	I urge you to cosponsor the National Forest Protection and Restoration Act (HR 1494).  This visionary piece of legislation brings an end to the fiscally irresponsible and ecologically devastating commercial logging program on America’s National Forests.





	The logging of National Forests makes little sense economically or environmentally.  Our National Forests provide only 3% of our nation’s timber; however, as taxpayers we are forced to spend over $1.2 billion a year subsidizing the timber industry to needlessly cut down our National Forests.





	I believe National Forests are worth far more to our economy left standing than they are cut down and ground into pulp.  National Forests provide clean drinking water and air for our communities, habitat for many endangered and threatened species, and unique recreational opportunities for my family.





	I am particularly concerned about the Allegheny National Forest—Pennsylvania’s only national forest.  The Allegheny has long been one of the most heavily logged and roaded national forests in the Eastern U.S.  The Allegheny Forest Service is currently planning several large timber sales.  Among these is the East Side timber sale, which will result in the cutting of over 8,600 acres of the forest, or 64 million board feet of timber.  This is the largest timber sale in the East and one of the largest in the country.  I am concerned about the impact that this timber sale, and the continued logging on the Allegheny will have to recreation opportunities, endangered species, and water quality.





	The time has come to protect our National Forests from commercial logging.  I’m looking forward to a response regarding your plans to help protect our National Forests by cosponsoring HR 1494.  Thank you for consideration of this important bill.





Sincerely,








[Your Name]


[Your Address]





